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2 SAMUBL xxill, 6, 7. The ſons of Belial fhall be \all 
of them as thorns thruſt away, oy they cannot be ta- 
en with hands, but = _ 2 ſhall touch mn muſt 
be fenced with iron, and the ſtaff of a ſpear z and they 
be utterly burnt with fire in the ſame place, a 


RETHREN and ſiſters in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
B theſe are the laſt words of David, the man after 
od's own heart, conſequently muſt contain things of the 
greateſt importance to ping ſinners, All ſcripture being 
given by the inſpiration of Goa, is profitable, This bein 
written for our admonition, on whom the ends of the worl 
are come, muſt undoubtedly be worth inſpection. Much 
goſpel truth is contained in the hiſtorical and figurative 
parts of the Old Teſtament, which yields much inſtrue- 
tion to the Lord's people, when they are enabled to ſearch 
into them with a ſpirit of prayer, defiring to ſee Jeſus in 
them. The Holy Ghoſt teſtifies, in ſeveral parts of the 
New Teſtament, that all the Old Teſtament ſeriptures 
teſtify of Chriſt, conſequently it is our privilege to dig 
— thoſe golden mines after be wſtarchable riches i 
ur all-wiſe Creator, foreknowing the ſtate of ignorance 
and darkneſs that his people would be brought into by fin, 
has ſo formed and adapted the material ſyſtem of things, 
that it ſerves as an image or reſemblance of theſpiritual or 
_ immaterial ſyſtem of things. Thoſe whoſe minds are en- 
lightened by the ſpirit of God, and are enabled to ſearch 
into the book of nature, and the book of revelation, find it 
ſo; for there is ſcarcely any inſtruction in the Bible, but by 
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alluſlon to material objects in ſome way or other, Hence it 
is, that the ſcripture abounds with parables, ſimil itudes, 
allegories, riddles, types, viſions, dreams, &c. &c. 


The prophets of old, and even our bleſſed Lord him- 
ſelf, adopted this mode of inſtruction; for it is ſaid, that 
without a parable ſpale he not unta them; and it ſeems to 
me to produce effects, by the bleſſing of God, which no 
other mode of teaching does. Firſt,” It has a tendency to 


 oxcite the attention. adly, To impreſs the imagination; 


and, 3dly, To abide in the — 

As T have had the pleaſure, on former occaſions, of ad 
dreſling you, and have endeavoured to convey my thoughts 
to you in imagery i and, by appealing te ſame of you, 1 
find that you remember truths, which etherwiſe you 


might have totally forgot 1 m_— by divine permif= 
V 


ſlen, to perſevere z for, if things delivered are not worth 
embering, they are not warth ſpeaking, If my fimi= 
Itudes are net Jn, if my pictures are not true repreſen- 
tatians of ſpiritual things, then it would be friendly In 
ſame of yay ta remind me of it ; and, if they ſerve ta con- 
fuſe the mind, inſtead of unfalding the truths of the Bible, 
I wiſh to be convinced of it, | 5 

Permit me then, my dear brethren and ſiſters, (before 
we attend to the paſſage) to relate ta you a ſhort narrative, 
which, I think, will eantain the ſubſtantial ideas of the 
text; and which, (though at firſt you may not perceive my 
meaning) may aſſiſt us in unfolding the ſame, | 0403 

There was a certain woman wha lived in à very low 


country; the land was ſo low that ſhe way in danger of de. 
ſtruction by the floods that ſurrounded her, and that came 
in upon her; ſhe often caſt her eyes towards 4 city ſet up- 


en a bill. Oh! aid ſhe, if I were but once in that city, I 
ſhould be ſafe; ſhe accordingly (et out. She little thought 
of the dangers and troubles ſhe had ta pas r for 
there was a large wood or foreſt between her and the city, 


and in it ſhe had to paſs /brauęb much tribulation. It was 


as full of thorns and briers, thiſtles, nettles, ſerpents, ſcor- 
pions, adders, vipers, and wild beaſts, &c. as it could 


| poſſibly bo. She had been informed, that a man in former 
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wilderneſs, for the warfaring men to walk in. 

But ſhe gave but little credit to the report; therefore 
ſhe went an her own way, and that without a guide, and 
ſhe had like to have experienced the truth of that pro- 
verb. There is a way which ſeemeth right unto a man, but 
the end of that way is death; for no ſooner was ſhe in the 
woods than ſhe found herſelf entangled in the thickets 


times, had ſuffered much in opening a way through this : 


thereof; ſhe was by no means prepared for her journey 


for, in the firſt place, her clothes were ſo thin, and being all 
in Fags and tatters, (as we commonly ſay) they were like o 
many coe —ſhe might as well have been nated. They 
could net refiſt the pungent thorns 3 they conſequently 
ſereed her fides, and tere her fleſhy her face was foon be- 
ſmeared with bleed, and fome of the therns get in her 
eyes, fo that ſhe could not fee her way! ſhe could not pef- 

| fibly move the therns away, for ibey could not be tonebed 
with ber hands, without wounding herſelf more deeply; to 
go forward, ſhe could not; te go backward, ſh# dare not; 
and the thorns had already lamed her (a, that ſhe could 
ſcarcely ſtand, She cauld expect no reſt if ſhe had laid 
down; for, alas! who can lie eaſy upon thorns? In this 
dreadful fituation ſhe remained, and night ning on, ſhe 
expected no other than to be devaured by the wild beaſts, 
for ſhe heard the lion roaring in bis thicket, Jer. iv. 10. 
And what increaſed her danger was this, there was no light 
in her lanthorn. However, #bo/e wwho ſow in tears, hall 
reap with jay, and fo it was with her. Heavineſs endured 
for a night, but jay came in the morning; for with the dawn= 
ing light, when the day ſpring from on high viſited ber, 
ſhe obſerved a man, at a diſtance, clearing away the thorns 

in his approach towards her; ſhe wondered at firſt, but 
ſoon diſcovered that he was cloathed with iron. She was 
not certain who he was, till he moved his helmet, and ſhe 
happened to ſee deep ſcars in his temples. She immedi- 
ately recollected who it was that had a creten of Morns 
plattad on his head : ſhe fell down at his feet, and worſhip- 
E him; and, like one of old, in a ſpirit of adoration, ſhe 
aid, my Lord, and my God. He, with much tender- 
neſs and love, raiſed her up, gave her a cordial, extracted 


Sa 


„ 


the thorns, healed her wounds, put ſhoes on her ſeet, (for, 
poor —_ ſhe had walked barefoot before) and deſired her 


do follow him; and, at times, ſhe /eaned upon him coming 
1 1D out of the wilderneſs, He, with his iron rod, beat down 
all oppoſition, and brought her into the high way to the 
city. There was no lion there, neither did be permit any ra- 
9 venous veaſt to go up thereon, 0 
' Now, my brethren, theſe are truths in imagery; truths, 
| which I hope to make appear more evidently by explain- 
ing our text. David rejoiced with ſimilar views when he 
uttered theſe words, (for although hei does not introduce 


the figure of a woman, yet the ſecurity of the church is in- 
tended it lay near his heart no doubt) and I proceed to un- 
U fold the ſame according to the ability God hath given me, 
1 Firſt, Let us conſider what the thorns are. | 
Secondly, Who the man is that is fenced with iron, 
JT ' Thirdly, His thruſting them away, and burning them; 
and then cloſe the whole by ſome practical obſervations, + 
_ Firſt, Let us conſider what the thorns are, It appears 
to me that Belial is a word of this ſignification, viz, worth» 
| leſs, any thing of no profit, good for nothing, as thorns 
are, but to be burnt, We need not heſitate a moment in 
applying it to the devil; for the wicked ſons of Eli were 
1 called children of Belial, and St, Paul intimates the ſame 
in thoſe words: What concord hath Chriſt with Belial, and 
woat argument hath the temple of God with idols, The ita- 
lic letters introduced in our text injure it much; 'the 
words are, of Belial all, &c. or, as it will not alter the 
ſenſe, all of Belial, as thorns thruſt away, &c. By thorns. 
I underſtand. fin. in all its ſubjects, and in all its appearan- 
ces. In evil ſpirits, evil men, and in God's own people 
themſelves, ſins are thorns; and when fin firſt appeared 
in the moral world, thorns immediately appeared in the 
natural world; and as men naturally deſtroy thorns and 
thiſtles, ſo God commanded the Iſraelites to deſtroy the 
| _ ſinful. inhabitants of Canaan; and he warns them, by ſay- 
ing, all that remained among them ſyould be as pricks in their 
| eyes, and thorns in their ſides, Numb. xxxiii. 15, a 
When the prophet Iſaiah is anticipating the glorious ef- 
ſeectds of the word to be preached in the goſpe] diſpenſatian, 


* 


FEA 
chap, IV. 13. he has thoſe words: Inſtead of ' thorns, ſhall 
come up the fir-tree , and, inſtead of the brier, ſhall come up the. 
myrile tree; plainly implying that fin and ſinners ſhould be 
overcome; that men's hearts ſhould be changed by mira- 
cles of divine grace, When the prophet Micah was com- 
plaining, and mourning over the aboundings of fin and ini- 
quity, chap. vii. 4. he ſays, the beſt of them is a brier, and 
the moſt upright is ſharper than a thorn bedee. And the 
ſpouſe in Canticles ii, 2. ſays, his beloved among the daugh- 
ters is a lily among thorns, „ | 7 
Thus we ſee how uniform the ſcriptures are in their teſ- 
timony z and, I think, you begin to ſee my meaning in the 
arable, and the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the text. 
ut, to proceed, the corruptions of the Lord's own people 
are thorns, which will torment them more or leſs while in 
the body. It is true, according to Jer. iv. 3. that the fal- 
low ground has been 8 up, and the thorns have been 
cleared away, and ſtil] are ſubdued yet they are not totally 
eradicated, nor will they till the body is changed. Anxious 
cares, and perplexing fears, like thorns and thiſtles, will 
| ſpring up, and, indeed (in one ſenſe) it is - they 
hould. According to Hoſea ii. 6. It is by feeling the bit- 
terneſs of fin we are made to value him who has power 
over it, The church would not have returned to her firſt 
huſband if her way had not been hedged up with thorns or, 
according to our text and parable, the church in diſtreſs 
highly values the Man in Iron. 
It is fin, my brethren, that diſtreſſeg the Lord's people; 
but this is our mercy, that whenever we feel the guilt of 
it we may be ſaved by looking unto Jeſus; for he was 
called Jeſus for this reaſon, becauſe he ſaves his people 
from their ſins; not from the being of it here, but from the 
2 and love of it. I think St. Paul is a witneſs for us 
here, 2 Cor, xii. 7. He had a thorn in the fleſh, a meſſenger 
of Satan to buffet him, leaſt he ſhould be exalted above mea- 
_ ſure, By this laſt expreſſion there is no doubt but this 
| thorn was a violent temptation to fin in ſome way or other, 
which was moſt adapted to humble him in the duſt, I 
cannot find, in the ſcripture, that pains of body, or afflic- 
tions of any kind, are compared to thorns, It was feeling fin 
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ners, we know who hath put away in by 'the | 
ſelf, and who will puniſh Satan, and all his followers, cih 


Judges iv. 3. Jud. i. 19; Jer. xxviu. 14. Thoſe, and 


I 


within hint that cauſed him to ſay, [be/dughr the Lord thrith 
that it might depart from me, All this evidence ſummed 
up, I think, amounts to this, that believers are, in a world 
infeſted with evil ſpirits, full of finful men, and. a body of 
fin remaining about them. All.theſe thorns and brlers op- 
poſe them, and perplex them, while travelling through this 
wilderneſs. ny „e Bd Tn 
We proceed to the ſecond thing propoſed, which was, to 


ſhew who this man fenced with iron is, who not only had 


power to touch the thorns and thruſt them away, but will 
utterly burn them all with fire, Indeed, it is already 
proved, if we admit the thorns to be Satan, fin, and fin- 
erifice bim- 


wnquenchable fire. 4 e eee : 
[owever, the image in our text is worth notice, parti- 
cularly by thoſe who love to ſee their beloved in all his cha- 


racters in which he acts in their defence. Let us then look 


at him a little, my brethren, as the man cloathed in iron, 
fortified and prepared to remove all our enemies out of the 
way. It moſt undoubtedly alludes to the manner of war- 
riors, dreſſed in coats of mail; and we find th hout the 


ſeriptures, that iron conveys the idea of ſtrength, as of this 


metal weapons of war, offenſive and defenſive, were made. 
In Daniel ii. 42. iron ſignifies ſtrength. Likewiſe, in 


many other places ſhow the ſame, and the Lord reminding 
his people of their great deliverance, he tells them, he 

brought them out of 1 iron fur nat. 25 
If then, by iron, we underſtand power and ſtrength, this 
Man in Iron muſt be the man who is ſtronger than the ſtrong 
man armed, who keepeth his goods in peace until a ſtronger 
than he cometh and overpowereth him: it is no other than 


+ 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is both God and man, in one 


perſon z who, though he ſuffered as man more than we 
can conceive, when he opened a way for finners; yet, by 


the power of his divinity, he overcame, and is now exalt- * 


ed, and has command over the whole wood or foreſt. He. 
is poſſeſſed of all power in heaven and earth, and he bath 


Wi. ell things put under his feet. 
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long j you 1 


Ii 0 ober name given _ 
mot be ſaved / e e N88 U 


eile of his power 


9 
my (how fhnert elle le een oh " I! 
t Joy if you ever was, or if any of us are in als, 5 | 
ation the -church wits deſcribed to be In the p parable, W 
cannot do better than to apply to him. O l us call roy 

im! he is a God at hand, 10 not a God afar off 

called u " dee ta ſhe need not have WA 
ſhe did not cry out, and ſome o 
you, bye Fd not cry — 

„0 that che Lord, the WH wo would ly their you, that Fen 
men where wo 
hd the thick 
racious, and you mult be brought to ſub- 
mit'to Jn." ou may t "think you can remove or overcome 
your temptations or ſins, but you cannot; and by attempt 
ing it, yeu find that thruſting the thorns awa of You 
own ſtrength, they will ſpring back with tenfold viel 


16d dh 


waiting to be 


and eut you' more ſeverely Fs your folly. . You are weak, 
but he is Mighty, Almighty,” being. in his divine nature 
Jonov an. | 


Pix bim, for in boy there js eee i 
2 1a 1 l 9 # 
Stars, that a fff, or rod, is the ks” 

his enemies; as it is ſaid of Kits bn 
the ſecond” Palm, that he ſhould' briat them with a rad g 
run, und daſs them. in pieces Ae 4 potter i veſſel. According 
to 1 Samuel xvii. 7. the ſpears of warriors were of iron, 

There is no doubt but this ſtaff in our text was ite 


th. FO 
Wer d in in tha . 


Ia the boek of the Revelation, by St. John, Wi. 5; 5 


read ef a man ci who was caught up unto Gad and bis 
throne, who 2pas to rule all nations with à rad of irun. I'do 
not intend now to explain the context, but I firmly be- 
heve Mut this is the fame. perſon: deſerlbed in our text; 
that he NN all things in'this lower world; that all tha i 
222 1s and revoſtitions, &c. now taking place, or 4 
at muy e pace among the nations, are all the effects 
of his dnerring wiſh and under his immediate controul; 
and he is, probably, {in this ſenſe) thruſting away the 


| thorns of ſuperſtſtion, to maky room for the good ſeed of 
wis word. 1 


We proceed, in he ora phe, to ſhew, how he thruſt 1 
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z the 1 — 1 lik e 4 ſtream of: brimſtone, doth ki 
the lake of fire, and brimſtone, where js weeping, wailing, 


lie vers and impenitent 
yi the wrath of God for ever and ever; for aur Cod is a conſum-, 
. iy fre. That ſinners ſHhould eyer think ef eſcaping out of 


11 before you 7 laſt words of David. | It only remains = 5 
us tõ maße ſome obſervations upon wh | 
Way of further i improving the ſubject. 


(ww) 


| 


Sway. the thorns, and burns them in the place. The 


word ſame is in italic letters, and perverts. the meaning 
they ſhall, be utterly burnt with fire in the place. What 
place ? It appears to me to be the place that Judas is gone 
to, Acts i. 25. Ilaiah xxx. 32, 33. Even Tophet ordained, of 
PET it is prepared; he hath made it deep and 
e, 75 thereof i is. fire aud much woo => fowl breath of 
1 t this 1 i8 


barges, 


and gnaſhing of teeth. The Lord Jeſus, as 2 warriors. 


| lere enen in Haiah Rxyli. 4. II bo would ſet... 
lde briers and tharus againſt me in dutili: Iwoulld go through: 
| them ; 1 J. would. bun, tbem altoget ber; and laying aſide; 


ures, we have many.expreſs declarations, that all unbe- 
{beias fuel for the fire of 


Un 


the bottomleſs pit, is the deluſion of Belial to get them in 
more eaſily ; for, as it has no „they will be falling 


deeper and deeper to all eternity; and Satan knows very 
well, that this ſtrong Man in Iron has got the Keys or 

1 Her, and 75 when he ſbuts; none can open, and he declares, the 

Are of that place. is. uthqurnchable..: According to our text 

1 | 1 then, all of B 

* ly burnt 400 Are i in the place. ter” t . 


ellal are thruſt auch. and they ſhall all be utter- 
Thus; my brethren, ＋ have. ad. to lay open 
me has been $697 


. 


Fo youll remark, it is KA 1 ſinners, ür⸗ 5 


14 ing ar ogy th look unto Jeſus, and to be happy; to 
1 ieve in Je 


e be ſaved.” I repeat the word 1 


| 1 becauſe believe there are many precious ſouls remaining 
in bondage, perplexed with thorns of fin; through. a mi 


take on this point, they do not ſee their intereſt in Chrilt, * 


1 | | they do not know. that Chrift died particularly. for ems: | 


&c. Why do they not know it? | 
Is not this 4 faithful faying, and worthy of all as: 
tion, that wn. Hes. came into the world to ſove an 5 


ot We 
_ tven-the chief of ſinners? Are not the inyitations'of* the 
goſpel free, whoſoever will; let him cume s Is not this the 
record God has given ef his Son, that in him is eternal life? 
If you ſay you believe theſe things, at the fame time 


you do not enjoy ſalvation, you contradict yourſelf, for | | 


ou ſay you; believe: you are a finner; and you ſay you be- 


lieve Chriſt died for ſinners, and whoſoever cometh unto || 


him he will in no wise caſt aut; and yet you cantiot be- 
eck for you, though you do com Ime to him 1 for 


lieve he dy o me 1 101 
believing, jg1goramg to him) If dhe is fer #"comthadic- 
tion I know not what is. The fact is this, your 0wn- 


1 


heart deceives-you, .for-you do-not-believe?'*' © 298 = 
_ You not, ny contradich yourſclf, but you contradict: 

Ir he, in may place, ſays to this effett, that iF 
in thine heart, that God ruiſed up Feſus from 


the dead, thin. 


T 1% BL 1 i 


believe, and yet | oe Bo gel 
God the lie? You; perhaps; are putting this deliverance or 


ſalvation t a; diſtance, ſaying;:you believe now] and falva- 


_ 


it lie delivered 3 braved. k Jo dy, 1 | d 6 


Jam not delivered: Is not this giving 


me when, where, Why, nor how. T au err, my brethren, 
: p Den edges >: 1 {x -c, ea 55.00. 0 Gant, os 
not knowing Thefcriptares, fon they uniformly teſtify, that 
NOW is the accepted time, xow is the day" of jalvation.” © You 
will find, if you ſearch, that ſalvation is generally mention- 
ed inthe preſent. tenſe, and ſometimes in the paſt and fu- 


* 
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by gracè ye are ſaved ed through faith," &c. ſa that, ſepa rating 
faith and ſalyation is evidently a trick of Belial and his 
agents, who engeavour to Keep the ſoul among the briers. 


ted time, xo is the day of jalvation.” To 


ture: for inſtance; Eph. ii. 8, B. By grate are ye ſaved; I 
5 


le is very artful in, this buſimeſs; he can and he does 


g Mts 3 {2.3 bd „ | | "TY oo ES” 6 + 5 
Nance, he will pervert and mifreprefent the ſoul-reviving 


truths of the election of Gad's people n Chrift ſus le- 
fore the foundation of the world, af predeſtinatiom to the adop- 
ton of children, the abſolute ſovereignty of God in the re- 
demption of the church, &c. &c. he ſets men upon rea- 


ſoning on theſe | ubjects z and, while they remain in a dark 


ſtate of mind, they can neither underſtand them nor enjoy 
them; his aim is in theſe, and in all temptations, if pal- 
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0 bun 
9 bie to keep. ſouls: from liſtening n 


| Jemand their firſt attention, viz. cen ations of the gol: 
to loft ſinners as ſuch. _ 
Lavid credited the truth of God in Fx) verſe preceding 
3 text, and he was happy he was ſaved in ſo doing, 
though appearances made againſt him. Although my houſe 
He pot ſo with God; yet he bath made withe an everlaſting 
covenant, ordered in all things, and ſure; far this is all my 
alvation, and all my defire, although. be make'st_uo0t to grow; 
Pray obſerve the word all; all. my ſalvation, all my de: 
+! fire. He was perfectly ſatisfied; he W poi thing 2 
David was a ſinner; he had denn 4 vile finger; "he. way 
Javued by grace through faith, that nat of  himſalf4. it was the 
ift of God, not of works, conſequently; he: had nothing to 
boat aſt of; no, my brethren, he had p gthiog. to recom 
him any more than you and. 1 have, and; in one ſenſe, not 
fo much-—-for as che was {9 highly, favoured and eminently - 
_ diſtinguiſhed: by C ;ad; he muſt, conſequently, be the deeper 
in debt; an. this is a t e eee auer 15 
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not? Is it his 44.3 rh an the e of God NG to be 
lieve, or is it not? If it is not, then there is no hope; but 
if it is, then it is nothing but the accurſed ſin of unbelief 
that ſeparates between thy ſoul and Chriſt, I know very 
well this is a point on which the generality of men oppoſe 
the general tenor of God's word, and there are ten thou» 
ſand ſchemes which have a tendency to keep a finner in his 
fins, God and man do not think and ſpeak alike-upon 
this ſubject; both parties cannot be true; and I am inclin- 
| T to think (with Paul) that God is true, and every man is 
ar, 

Secondly, I would obſerve, David hems to enjoy the 
* thoughts contained in the text. After expreſſing his own 
fecurity and happineſs, he ſeems to reflect on the ſituation of 
the chuck of Chrift; he conſidered her enemies reer, 
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pumerous, crafty, &c. but he did not ſtagger through un- 

Lelief; be was ſtrong in faith, giving glory to God. All of 
Belial, as thorns thruſt away, obſerve, Hall be is in ita- 
- lic letters; it is in the preſent tenſe; he not only believed 
that they ſhould be thruſt away from the church in all | 
ages, but he experienced the truth of it in his own ſoul. | 

He found, (O Papp) David!) that all the powers of dak. 
neſs united could not hurt him. He had been tormented | 


with the thorns of this wilderneſs; perhaps; as much as an, 


wonder he deſcribes; the Captain of our Salvation in t 
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bis mind flayed upon him. He ſees it his right (on the teil- 


timony of God) to truſt in the Lord for ever, and in Je- 


x 


ppy living; this is happy dyings 
*s; it is abſolutely un- 
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Abraham was pointed to, and ſinners are pointed to him 


3 
J / | 
f in the preaching of the goſpel. Helold the Lamb of G 


[ Loca Me 
bat taketh away the fin of the world. Perhaps T may be 
8 addreſſing ſome who do not underſtand theſe things, and 
' ſpeak evil of things which they underftand not. '' 
I his is not to be wondered at; it is rather a proof of 
the truth of the ſcriptures, that man, by nature, is dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins. We know that all men are in the midft 
of theſe thorns and briers, and yet many feel them not. 
If you were to thruſt a thorn deep into my leg, and I did 
not cfy out, you would think it a proof to demonſtration, 
that my limb was mortified. I think the ſame of that 
perſon who is full of fin and feels it not; the cauſe of. ſuch 
is deplorable beyond deſcription, for they will he brought to 
their feeling when perhaps it will be too late; for, as Ma- 
naſſah was caught among thorns, and the enemies of God, 
| under the hands of Gideon, were torn to death with thorns, 
ſoo will the fins of the finally impenitent torment them to 
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1 eternity. St. Paul tells us, that he earth which drinteth in 
rain that cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth nothing bus 

Y rzhorns and briers, is rejected: it is nigh unto curſing, whoſe 

| end is to be burned. How dreadful then is the ſtate of the 

unconcerned ſinner! We can only lament over him, tell him 
the truth, and pray for him; but we, nor angels, cannot 


Power belongeth unto God: O believer! rejoice in the 
glorious object ſet before thee in the text. A man cloathed 
m power, mighty in battle, mighty to ſave, the mighty God, Je- 
hovahthe Saviour, thy Saviour. O believer! he has conquered | 
all thine enemies for thee, he will conquer in thee, and 
bring thee off the field of battle more than a conqueror. 
It is true thou art in the midſt of thorns; but if thou un- 
AdJerſtandeſt this matter as clear as David did, thou wilt fay, 

in the preſent tenſe, they are thruſt away; thou feeleft 
| thorns within thee, and thou canſt not pull them out thyſelf; 
F;| thou findeft thorns in thy family which thou canſt not re- 
move; thou meeteſt with thorns in thy bufineſs which can- 
not be touched with hands; thorns in the world every ftep 
chou takeſt; thou haſt need of thy iron ſhoes: go where Ir: 
thou wilt, and do what thou canſt, thorns and briers 8 
| { Pals thee around. Well, be it ſo, even in the midſt of them 


. 


A 


- \ 
» * 9 
2 5 > 


1 


0 16 9 


rejoice i in the Lord always and again L en rejoice—te- 
Joice thus. | 


O my precious Ra er e art my 8 the | 
guilt of fin is removed out of my conſcience by thy preci- 
ous blood; the love of it is taken out of my heart; my 
ſoul is happy in thy love; I triumph in thy ſalvation; who. 


can Ay any thing to my charge? Thou haſt died; thou haſt 
roſe 


F believe it; I rejoice in it, and can ſet to my ſeal, thou art 
true. O my brethren, believers in Jeſus Chriſt! who ſhall 
ſeparate us from the love of God, which is in Chriſt Feſus aur 
Lord? Shall tribulation, or di ftreſs, or perſecution, or famine, 
or nakeaneſs, or peril, or fword, (as it is written for thy ſake, 


we are killed all the day long, we are accounted as ſheep for 


the laughter ) nay, in all theſe things we are more than con- 
querors through him that loved us. For I am perſuaded, that 


neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor pow- * 


ers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, ſpall be able to ſeparate us from 
the love of God, which is in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. 

O let us think on, and believe in the wonderful love of 
our Three-One Covenant God !—The Father fo loved 
us, that he ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all; the Son ſo loved us, that though we were ene- 
mies to him, he died for us: the Spirit ſo loved us, that 
he hath made us willing to be reconciled to God on his own 
terms : he continues to backs of the things of Chriſt, and fhews 
them unto us. We are kept, and ſhall be kept by his 
wer through faith unto everlaſting ſalvation, Then let 
us ſing hallelujah, and glory, praiſe, honour, and power be 


ered us from the wrath to come. 

To conclude. Solomon lays, Prov. 1. 5, 6. A wife man 
will bear, and will increaſe in learning; he will underſtand a 
proverb, and the . 3 the < wards of the 
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rom the dead; thou dieſt no more; death hath no 
more dominion over thee; thou liveſt; thou reigneſt tri- 
umphingly over all thine. enemies, all mine enemies; thou 
art the reſürrection and the life; thou ever liveſt; and be- 
cauſe thou liveſt I ſhall live alſo. Lord, thou haſt ſaid itz. 


aſcribed to Jehovah, for ever and ever, for he hath deli- 


—̃ —ů—— —U—k — ö her — — 


'* coiſe and their du extmight appeaf a dark 
3 many of you. As it was dictated by inflriite / WII 
. numbered amongſt the wofds of the wiſe, 
and 1 have endeavoured to explain it, and to e 
1 not in: words which mun Tee ae g Put ie 1290 vba 
7 the Holy Ghoſt Fei 550 OG ? (ot 
4 I leave theſe imperfect hints with Nm the ſowef! es 
| his ſeed,. intirely:depending on e of Hea neg 
F pray him-to-forgive all efrets; 2 and 0 
take deep root in the hearts of his 
up and to bring forth fruit, 70 M pr 
un grace, through Je eſus Chriſt our 
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| dom, it muſt 
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